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versally well-liked and had a strong, yet pleasant personality. No-
onewho knewHidetaka could forget his sense of humour, his kind-
ness, and helpfulness. Moreover, Hidetaka treated Professors and
young scientists with the same respect and courteousness. His
encouragement of students was a hallmark of the man and he
played a substantial part in fostering the careers of those who he
supervised and mentored. One should also most deﬁnitely not
overlook his dedication and patriotism, best exempliﬁed by his
unselﬁsh work in the aftermath of the Fukushima incident in 2011.
This Special Issue of Emerging Contaminants comprises 7 arti-
cles from a number of his collaborators researching various aspects
of the environmental fate and behaviour of ﬂame retardant chem-
icals. Hidetaka made a distinctive and outstanding contribution to
our understanding of this ﬁeld, for example, opening the door to
new scientiﬁc opportunities, such as the application of forensic mi-
croscopy techniques in environmental chemistry. We are proud to
have this opportunity to pay tribute to his life and work in this way.Stuart Harrad and Adrian Covaci (Guest Editors)lsevier B.V. on behalf of KeAi Communications Co., Ltd. This is an open access article
